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The National Association of Christians in Special Education asserts that the lack of participation of individuals with disabilities in the Christian community is a reflection of:

1. Insufficient efforts by the Christian community to evangelize individuals with disabilities.

2. Traditional Christian community structures which exclude individuals with disabilities.

3. A crisis of pastoral leadership in understanding individuals with disabilities.

4. Pervasive ignorance within the Christian community about individuals with disabilities.

5. Inadequate education at all levels within the Christian community (local Christian church education programs, Christian schools, Christian colleges and Universities, and Christian seminaries) about individuals with disabilities.

With these assertions in mind, 

The National Association of Christians in Special Education takes the position that the Christian community has a unique role to play in the lives of individuals with disabilities.  As a result, we assert the following:

1. The Bible applies as equally to individuals with disabilities as it does to those who are not disabled.

2. Individuals with disabilities are created in the Image of God.

3. Individuals with disabilities are loved by God equally to those without disabilities.

4. Individuals with disabilities are, Biblically speaking, an equal priority for ministry to those without disabilities.

5. The Christian community must make a place for individuals with disabilities independent of what their disability might be.

6. If traditional Christian community structures interfere with the participation of individuals with disabilities in Christian community life, the community structures must change.

7. Individuals with disabilities have the ability to respond to Christian love, encouragement, service and message. 

The National Association of Christians in Special Education further asserts that it is our responsibility as Christians and special educators to work to change the Christian community such that it reflects the above assertions in theory and in practice.
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